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SUGGESTED SUMMER READING
Mark Keppel High School English Department
Grades 9-12
Summer 2009
Grade 9:  
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Soldier’s Heart by Gary Paulsen
Crash by Jerry Spirelli,
Making up Megaboy by Virginia Walters 
Picture Bride by Yoshiko Uchida 
A Day No Pigs Would Die by Robert Peck
Dicey’s Song by Cynthia Voight
Grade 10: 
Rules of the Road by Joan Bauer
Speaker for the Dead  by Orson Scott Card
Downsiders by Neil Shusterman 
Tenderness by Robert Cormier 
A Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy 
by Douglas Adams
Rebecca by Daphne DuMaurier
Homecoming by Cynthia Voight
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
Darkness Over Denmark by Ellen Levine
The Count of Monte Cristo 
by Alexandre Dumas


Grade 12:  





Ragtime by E.L. Doctorow


Shell Seekers by Rosamund Pilcher  


Evening Class by Maeve Binchy


1984 by George Orwell


Othello by William Shakespeare


A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving


How the Garcia Girls 


Lost Their Accents by Julia Alvarez


Monster by Walter Dean Myers


A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines


Kane and Abel by Jeffrey Archer


Zen and the Art of 


   	Motorcycle Maintenance by Robert Pirsig








Any Grade:





The Fellowship of the Ring, The Two Towers, and


      Return of the King by J.R.R. Tolkien


Falling Leaves:  True Story of an Unwanted


              Chinese Daughter by Adeline Yen Mah


David Copperfield by Charles Dickens


Palace Walk by Naguib Mahfouz




















Grade 11:  





The Chosen by Chaim Potok


Beloved by Toni Morrison


Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison


Doomsday Book by Connie Willis


Kindred by Octavia Butler 


Beauty by Robin McKinley


A Hunger of Memory by Richard Rodriguez


All the Kings Men by Robert Penn Warren 


The Firm by John Grisham


Edith Hamilton’s Mythology


A Rumor of War by Philip Caputo


Their Eyes Were 


Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston


The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath


Indian Killer by Sherman Alexie


The Mulching of America by Harry Crews


Ellen Foster by Kaye Gibbons








Please note:


Students can expect an assignment on their summer reading the first week of school.  Assignments may include a book review, an essay, a journal response, an oral presentation, or a test. The important thing is to read during the summer. 


The California English/Language Arts standards for reading comprehension require that “by grade twelve students read two million words annually on their own . . . .” Two million words translate to about 11 pages a day or about one 335-page book each month











